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L’EVANGELTIE de REIMS 
(The Holy Gospel from Reims) 


De famous Czech king Karlo IV of Luxemburg (anglicized: Charles IV) in 1347 built a 


Glagolitic Convent 'Emaus' in Prague, where eighty Dalmatian Benedictines from the Adriatic Sea 
islands of Pa’man and Senj were invited to teach.’ It is remarkable that the convent is not far 
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Above: today’s look of the Emmaus monastery in Prague 


from the famous Karlov University’, built the next year, in 1348 (Karlo IV also founded the 
University of Vienna in 1365). There, many holy books in Glagolitic (later renamed as 
‘Alphabetvm Illyriorum’)* and Cyrillic were written by the Dalmatian and Moravian disciples of 
Ss. Cyril and Methodius, and St. Klement’s Ohridski University of Ohrid. One of these 
Glagolitic/Cyrillic holy books from this convent in Prague came to the then French capital Reims in 
1574, where the French kings (Charles IX, Henri II, Louis XIII, Louis XIV) for centuries were 
sworn in by putting their hand on this holy book, known under the name ‘Texte du Sacre’ or ‘L 
Evangile de Reims’, ‘Emmaus Evangelie’, “Remessky kodex’ in plain Czech, ‘Reimski evandelistar’ 
in plain Croatian, ‘Reimsko Evangelie’ in Macedonian, etc. This holy book from the 14th century 


Other sources report 30 Dalmatian Benedictines. 
2 


Raphael Lenakovich, “De litteris antiquorum Illyriorum”, 1640; Augusti Pfeiferi D. 
“Critica sacra”, excudebat Vidua Bergeniana, 1680. 


miraculously is still well preserved and kept and in the Reims Library.* The French kings were, 
according to the contemporary testimonies and sources, sworn in on this Glagolitic/Cyrillic bible, 
with the following words: "Ainsi le jurons, vouons et promettons sur la sainte et vraie Croix et le 
saint ...vangile touché." — "I swear and promise that I will serve the Holy and True Cross and the 
Holy Gospel that I touch." — Thus, this ‘Sacred Text,’ that also meant a "Coronation Gospel" that 
became part of the Reims Cathedral treasury is an illuminated holy manuscript of Macedonic origin 
(the Cyrillic portion of this gospel firmly testifies its original Macedonian redaction). According to 
a refuted legend, Henry III of France, and several of his successors including Louis XIV, took their 
oath on it. In the time of Czech king Karlo IV (i.e. Charles TV), who gave it to the just- 
founded Emmaus monastery in Prague, the text was believed to have been ‘written by the hand 
of St. Procopius’. But, the fact that first part of the ‘Emmaus Gospel’ is written in Cyrillic alphabet 
remains. This fact undeniably indicates the primary source, both lectorial and rectorial, from where 
this holy transcription had been taken, and that is from the more southern parts of the Macedonian 
Peninsula.” 

Beside the already noted European scripts — the prehistoric Pelasgian, the Old Macedonian 
Koine, the Etruscan and Latin alphabets, Romeian Septuagint, and the Gothic runes — two other 
scripts were also found in Europe, that were and still are used by the Macedonic and some Asiatic 
peoples: 1 - Cyrillic, which in its modern forms is today the national script of Bulgars, Mongolians, 
Russians, Belorussians, Ukrainians, Serbs, Macedonians and Montenegrins, that is, the Eastern and 
Southern Slavs who still use the Eastern Romeian Orthodox rite in the church ceremonies; and 2 - 
Glagolitic, also known as ‘Alphabetum Illyricum’, which with few exceptions belonged and today 
exclusively belongs to the Croatian and Macedonian peoples. 

The future ‘Holy Gospel of Reims’ was probably lost from Prague in the turbulent period 
of Hussite Wars; after some time (1451) it appeared in Constantinople, where the “books by St. 
Jerome” were said to be kept. In 1574, it was bought by Cardinal Charles of Lorraine (from 
the Patriarch of Constantinople, whom he knew from the Council of Trent), and donated to Reims 
Cathedral. Because the book was nicely decorated and it was then believed it had been scribed by 
St. Jerome, the manuscript began to be used in the coronation ceremony of French kings, who took 
the oath of the Order of the Holy Spirit by touching the book. This holy Glagolitic/Cyrillic book 
was factually written in 1395, and it’s more than obvious that represents a copy of an older 
Macedonic holy book, from which the text was copied and most probably reproduced in the 
Dalmatian Omi§alj, in today’s Croatia. In fact, the Glagolitic book was bound together with a 
Cyrillic book dating from the 11th century (the Cyrillic part has 16 leaves, and the Glagolitic part 
has 31 leaves). The book was ornamented with gold, precious stones and relics, and according to 
Dolbeau (p. 26-27), probably calligraphed on the Dalmatian island of Krk or in the Czech 
monastery. The Dolbeau's pages are available at ‘Studia Croatica’. 


In 1717, Russian tsar Peter the Great visited Reims and, upon seeing the manuscript, noticed the 
Cyrillic alphabet. 


. https://www.bm-reims.fr/ 

Cyril was a monk born in Solun, in the then Romeian theme (region) of Macedonia, who, 
together with his brother Methodius brought the written language and word of god to Christian 
converts in the mid-9th century (c. 860) in Great Moravia, in Dalmatia, in what is now Russia, etc. 
The Cyrillic alphabet was practical simplification of the older Glagolitic script, which apocryphal 
and archaic redaction was largely prohibitive for the common people. By converting and 
introducing about a dozen of additional letters, they reinvented a viable alphabet in order to 
represent Macedonic/Slavic sounds not found in other scripts (Latin, Septuagint-Koine, etc.). 
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LC. PART OF THE BOOK —GLAGOLITIC PART OF THE BOOK & 


But, let’s put aside the Cyrillic part of the Emmaus Gospel, and investigate the origins of the 


Glagolitic pages. From where did the Dalmatian Benedictines received the Glagolitic alphabet? 
This question has interested and today still interests Linguists and Slavicists. Different theories on 
the origin of the Glagolitic script have existed, and today new ones are being introduced. For the 


sake of the truth they must be mentioned here. Below are the most important theories on the origin 
of the Glagolitic script, as they follow: 


The theory of St. Jerome (Latin: St. Hieronymus - ‘Holy-named’) attributes the origin of 
Glagolitic alphabet to St. Jerome, the Church Doctor (342/347-420), who was born in the 
Dalmatian city of Strigovia/Stridon. This theory is historically clearly expressed in the 1248 
rescript of Pope Innocent IV to Filip, the Bishop of Senj. This theory has survived until 
today, and has gathered around itself the most followers. 

Slavicists rejected the St. Jerome/Hieronymus theory as impossible, and declared St. 
Cyril the inventor of the Slovenic alphabet®, who allegedly used Eastern Romeian minuscule 
Septuagint script as its base. For evidence they especially cite the following 4 written 
monuments: a) the ‘Life of Constantine the Philosopher’ (i.e. St. Cyril; the ‘Zitie Kirilovo’); 
b) the Chronicle of the Priest of Dioclea (Pope Dukljanin); c) the tractate (short treatise) on 
the origin of the Slovenic script written by monk Crorizets Hrabar; and d) the letter of 
Pope John VIII from 880. The first three monuments have been preserved in transcriptions 


° «Slovenic’ because of the root word ‘Slovo’ - the ‘Word’ in plain Macedonian. ‘Utpervu beSe 


Slovoto, 1 Slovoto beSe uv Boga...’ - ‘At first was the Word, and the Word was in the God...’; 
hence the ‘Slovenic’ and Latin-corrupted ‘Slavonic’. 


from the 14th and 15th centuries, and especially the first two, in a legendary fashion, speak 
how St. Cyril, after a long fast and many prayers, was enlightened and invented the first 
Slovenic alphabet. The fourth monument, the letter of Pope John VUI, undoubtedly 
acknowledges that: "Then Constantine, the former philosopher, invented the Slovenic letters 
in which you righteously praise the Lord..." — from Latin: "Litteras denique Sclavinicas a 
Constantino quondam philosopho reppertas, quibus Deo laudes debite resonent, iure 
laudanus...)."" 

However, not one of these written monuments decisively mentions which was this 
‘“Slovenic’ alphabet, Glagolitic or Cyrillic. This problem was solved by the famous Croatian 
Slavicist, Vatroslav Jagi¢.® He observed the old palimpsests, that is from the paleographic 
point of view, which in all cases reveal that the Glagolitic script was older than the Cyrillic 
script, and therefore concluded: “The first script, invented by St. Cyril, was the Glagolitic 
and not the Cyrillic, which carries his name thanks to his disciples who invented it, and 
which would, therefore, have to be, according to the opinion of some, Cyril's script.” 


The Gothic theory was also put forward by Klement Grubi8ié.” Grubi8ié felt that St. Cyril 
modeled runes according to the Romeian Septuagint uncial script, and added letters that 
were not found in the Gothic runes. 


Hocij theory presumes that the Glagolitic script developed from pre-Carolingian cursive of 
the 7th and 8th centuries and especially from Merovingian and Italo-Lombardian cursive. 
Only in a few cases were Glagolitic letters derived from another script, and not from cursive 
forms. The alphabet developed in such a way that the Glagolitic writers endeavored to 
simplify the traits (strokes) of the letters, always keeping the strokes to the right, and not 
returning left and then right, as was the case in Roman letters. By employing this technique 
the writer lessened his toil. According to the views of Hocij, the Glagolitic alphabet was not 
invented by one person, but developed little by little. He placed its origin in the 8th century 
on the Venetian-Istrian territory. The time, therefore, corresponds to the activities of the 
Gaul Benedictine monks who were missionaries on Croatian soil, and the place of origin is 
actually the region around Aquileia. On the basis of philological studies of Old Church 


TK, Theiner, Monumenta Germaniae Historica (Berolini: Apud Weidmannos, 1927), VII, 223. 
For this and other documents dealing with the Slovenic liturgy see: I. Prodan, Borba za glagolicu 
(Zadar, 1900), Part I: Poviest glagolice i njeni izvori, supplement B, pp. 1-127. 

® Vatroslav Jagi¢ ( 1838-1923) was a university professor in Odessa, Russia, then later in Berlin, 
Germany (from 1874), where he founded his celebrated “Archiv fur slavische Philologie’. In 1880 
he became a professor in St. Petersburg, Russia, and finally in Vienna in 1886. He was the central 
figure of Slovenic studies during the last 50 years of his life. He published the following old texts: 
‘Quattuor Evangeliorum codex Glagoliticus olim Zographensis nunc Petropolitanus’ (1879), 
‘Quattuor Evangeliorum versionis palaeoslavenicae codex Marianus’ (1883), ‘Psaltertum 
Bononiense’ (1907), etc. He has written many studies on the origin of the Glagolitic script and the 
Old Church Slovenic language and literature; he has also dealt with the archeology, history and 
literature of Croatia and Russia, and other Slovenic languages. Here we are primarily interested in 
his work on the Glagolitic script that was written in the Russian language: V. Jagic, 
"Glagoliceskoje pismo," Enciklopedija slavjanskoj filologii (St. Petersburg: Akademii nauk, 
1911, II (Grafika u slavjan), 51-262 + 36 pages of plates. 

"In originem et Historiam Alphabeti Sclavonici Glagolitici vulgo Hieronymiani, Disquistio 
Antiquitatis Populorum Septemtrinalium Reique Litteratiae Sclavonicae et Ruinicae Studiosis 
Venice, 1766. 


Slovenic terminology, Petar Skok arrived at a similar conclusion.'” Skok stated: “I believe 
that this analysis in its entirety justifies the conclusion of the provenance of the missionary 
activities from Aquileia to Dalmatian lands in the 8th and 9th centuries. The historical study 
of documents can only lead to strengthened linguistic conclusions. As a result, our 
Glagolitic script developed on the territory evangelized from Aquileia.” 


During the 1985 a Congress held in Rome on the 1100th anniversary of the death of St. 
Methodius, professor Franti8ek Mares shared his one-sided belief that all Old Church 
Slovenic texts (manuscripts) were of Eastern Romeian Septuagint origin, and were later 
spread to other peoples from Great Moravia. However, the renowned Slovenic specialist, 
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professor Tambora, from the University of Bologna, stressed that the so-called Opus 
Methodianum contained 43 prayers of Latin origin. These 43 prayers do not have 
corresponding texts in the Eastern Romeian-Septuagint rite and are manifestly Macedonic 
rite Latin translations of Western missionaries, not Eastern. 

The newest discoveries reveal that a Proto-Slovenic alphabet did indeed existed before 
the SS. Cyril and Methodius. The ‘Strokes and incisions’ mentioned by Crnorizec Hrabar, 
and the existence of the so-called ‘Iznebek Boards’ or the ‘Veles Book’, named after the 
pagan god Veles or Jasna, are just three referent documents of this script." 


Further, in Germany, a fragment of a Glagolitic missal in transcription from the 15th century 
was discovered. The fragment contained 3 different Masses: Palm Sunday, and Easter 
Monday and Tuesday. As the Masses do not belong to the Roman-Catholic rite, or to any 


© “Uslovi Zivota Glagoljice” by Petar Skok, 1958. 
"' For more on this see: "Kritidki pogled na Zitie Cirilovo i Hrabarovu raspravu ‘O pismeneh’," in 
Hrvatska Glagoljica, pp. 35-50. 


other known liturgy, it was ascertained that they actually belong to the Macedonic rite, 
found also in the Konikovo Gospel (i.e. Evangel by Jonah) from the late 18th century.’” 


-  Thenafter Josef Vasica introduced a new possibility, namely, that the liturgy established by 
the SS Cyril and Methodius was the so-called Liturgy of St. Peter.’ On the basis of 
philological investigations of the Kiev Fragments’ and the oldest preserved Croatian 
Glagolitic missal,'> Vasica noticed that many expressions had similar or the same meanings 
as the Romeian Septuagint text of the Liturgy of St. Peter. From this he concluded that the 
first liturgy introduced by the Holy Brothers, was in fact, the Liturgy of St. Peter. ad 

The Liturgy of St. Peter originated in Macedonia, which always was a melting pot and 
border between the Western Roman and Eastern Romeian empire, between the Occident and 
Orient. However, the Macedonian administrative-political and church institution belonged 
to the Eastern Orthodox sphere and, as a result, the Macedonian Orthodox Church — Ohrid 
Patriarchate/Archiepiscopacy, was also under ecclesiastic influence and jurisdiction of the 
Patriarchate of Constantinople and its Romeian Septuagint rite (at least during the period in 
question). The Ohrid Literature school most important characteristic was indeed the use of 
the Glagolitic script over a longer period. A clear proof of this is the fact that almost all the 
oldest preserved Glagolitic manuscripts created in the period from the 10th to the beginning 
of the 12th century, are connected with the literary activity of the Ohrid Literary School. 
From the old Glagolitic manuscripts only the “Kiev Leaves’ of 10th and the Prague Leaves 
from 11th century are connected with the Czech-Moravian region, while the creation of the 
earliest Croatian Glagolitic manuscripts (“GrSkovi¢ apostle’, ‘Mihanovié apostle’ and the 
“Vienna leaves’), are usually placed in the first half of the 12th century. In both cases we are 
talking about small fragments of manuscripts, all in all together they have just 17 leaves. 


On the other hand, the preserved Glagolitic manuscripts that are directly written in the 
literary centers of the Ohrid Literary School contain a total of 1301 leaves, and are of diverse 


2 Another written monument of Macedonian redaction, attributed to the hieromonk Pavel 
Bozigropski. 

" J. Vasica, "Slovanska liturgie sv. Petra," ByzantinoSlovenica, 8 (1946), 1-54. 

4 The Kiev Leaflets (or ‘Folia’) are fragments of a missal from the 10th century that were copied 
(transcribed) from an earlier Macedonic original dated in the 9th century. The following studies 
have dealt with it: 

C. Mohlberg, “Il messale Glagolitico di Kiew (sec. IX) ed il suo prototipo Romano del sec. VI- 
VII’, in the series “Memorie della Pontificia accademia Romana di Archeologia”, Rome, 1928, 
Il; 

J. Vajs, "Kanon charvatsko-hlaholskego vatikanskeho misali II. 4. Prostejsek hlaholskych listu 
Kievskych," Casopis pro moderni filologie, 25 (1939), 113-134; 

id., "Mesni rad charvatsko- hlaholskeho misalu HI. 4 a jeho pomer k moravsko-pannonskemu 
sakramentari stol. [X," Acta Academiae Velehradensis, 15, no. 2 (1939), 89-141; 

J. Vasica, "Slovanska liturgie nove osvetlena Kijevskymi listy," Slovo a slovesnost, 6 (Prague, 
1940), 65-77. 

sl Today this missal is kept in the Vatican library: Fondo Borgiano-illirico 4. The missal was 
written in the mid-14th century. 

" Regarding the origin of this liturgy cf.: J. M. Hanssens, "La liturgie romano-Romeian de Saint 
Pierre," Orientalia Christiana Periodica, 4, (Rome, 1938), 243-258 and 5 (1939), 103-150; D. 
Cizevskij, "K voprosu o liturgiji Sv. Petra," Slovo, 2 (1953), 36-40. 


content — biblical texts, parts of liturgical books, psalters, oratorical prose, etc. And in terms of 
the lexicographic redaction, as well as according to certain grammatical properties, the 
Macedonian Glagolitic manuscripts show a greater age than the Cyrillic ones. In addition, they 
reveal certain stages of the development of the vernacular language throughout the 10th century: 


its Round form, the loss of Yer (1), their replacement in a strong position in O and E, , the 
vocalization of er’s: b > 0, b > €, which comes to the fore already in the Zographic Gospel, the 
reflexes of *tj > Il and *dj > Ku, etc.’’ The preserved Glagolitic monuments from this school 
entered the Old Churchslovenic (Crkvenoslovenski) canon. Among them, the Asseman's Gospel, 
an optional Gospel written in Round Glagolitic script, takes a special place. Today it is kept in 
the Vatican Library. 

Thus, the above mentioned 1301 Glagolitic leaflets from Macedonia are comprised by the 
following known manuscripts: 


1. Asseman's Gospel, 158 leaves - optional gospel. 

2. Pictorial Gospel, 304 leaves - Four Gospels. 

3. Mary's Gospel, 173 leaves - Four Gospels. 

4. Sinai Psalter, 209 leaves. 

5. Sinai Euchology, 137 leaves - a clerk with a trebnik and penitentiary. 

6. Klots Zbornik, 14 leaves - words by John Chrysostom, Athanasius of Alexandria and 
Epiphanius of Cyprus, and an anonymous untranslated homiliar which is connected with 
the literary work of St. Methodius of Thessalonica 

7. Ohrid Glagolitic sheets, 2 leaves - part of the election gospel. 

8. Macedonian Glagolitic sheets, 3 leaves and 6 leaf clippings — parts from the Parenesis 
of St. Ephrem the Syrian. 

9. Sinai Missal, 80 leaves liturgical texts and prayers. 

10. Psalter of Dimitar Altarnik, 145 leaves. 

11. Bojan Palimpsest, 42 leaves. - election gospel. 

12. Sinai Palimpsest, | leaf — part of the election gospel. 

13. Pictorial Palimpsest 16 leaves - part of The Gospel according to Matthew. 

14. Lantov Palimsest, 8 leaves - part of Octo-psalter. 

15. Sinai Small Miney, 2 leaves - part of a service for St. John the Baptist, and canon for 
St. apostles Peter and Paul. 

16. Hlud Palimpsest, 7 leaves — holiday minuet and part of the service for the Nativity of 
Christ. 


The inescapable conclusion is that the Glagolitic script was created for the phonetic system 
of Macedonian speech in the vicinity of Solun (i.e. Thessaloniki). The Glagolitic, the first 
Church-Slovenic script, is inseparably and directly related to Macedonia. Oblate Glagolitic was 
used here from the end of 9th to the end of the 12th century. Almost all the Oldslovenic 
Glagolitic manuscripts of this type originate from this area. There is a confirmation of that in 
the linguistic peculiarities. 

On the basis of this script consequently the Cyrillic script was developed, and the first 
Slovenic literary language as well: the ‘Church-Slovenic’ literary language, i.e. 


i “The role of the Macedonian redaction in the inter-redactional contacts in Churchslovenic 
Literacy” by Emilija Crvenkovska. 


‘Crkvenoslovenski’.'® From which the subsequent “Staroslovenski’, “Dijacki’, “Ilirski”, 
“Srbsko-Hrvatski”, and other differentiations were pulled out.’’ All in all, from the sources 
available the learned Slavicists (Moszynski 2006: 65-67, and Damjanovié 2005: 40-41) 
differentiated 4 stages in the development of the Round Glagolitic script: 


1. The Solun (i.e. Thessaloniki) initial period (860-863), that isn’t specifically attested in 
the paleographic sources. It was reconstructed from the alphabets and language 
peculiarities preserved in later texts. 


2. The Moravian-Pannonian period (863-885) refers to the period of direct action of SS 
Cyril and Methodius, and is reflected in Kiev Missal leaflets. 


3. Bohemian period (885-1097), that is reflected in the Prague leaflets, which, probably, 
were written in the Emmaus and Sazava monasteries. 


4. Ohrid Literary School (886-XII century.) begins with the arrival of the disciples of SS 
Cyril and Methodius in Ohrid, and the creation of the Ohrid Churchslovenic school of St. 
Kliment Ohridski. 


As the 5-th stage/period here can be added the Dalmatian-Bosnian urheimat, where from 
the 12th century it was developed a rich autochthonous Glagolitic manuscript tradition. 
But, the cunning western scholars and Vatican didn’t waited long to rename the Glagolitic 
script with the exonym ‘Illyrian”.”” Nevertheless, the oldest fragments of these ‘Square’ 
(images on the next page) Illyrian/Glagolitic manuscripts come from the beginning of the 
12th century, and represent remnants of Glagolitic manuscripts transcribed from the older 


‘Round’ Macedonian Glagolitic texts.’ 


- https://sh.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crkvenoslovenski_jezik 

i https://www.alibris.com/Staroslovenski-Jezik-Glagoljica-Slovenska- 
Pismenost-Srpskoslovenski-Jezik-Crkvenoslovenski-Jezik- 
Moravskopanonska-Misija-Izvor-Wikipedia/book/18697689 


m Raphael Lenakovich, “De litteris antiquorum Ilyriorum”,1640; Augusti Pfeiferi D. 
“Critica sacra”, excudebat Vidua Bergeniana, 1680. 


_ Georgi Pop-Atanasov “The Macedonian Glagolitic’”, 2015. 
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The creation of most of these old Macedonian, Moravian-Pannonian, Dalmatian and Bosnian 
Glagolitic texts is located in time between the end of the 10th and/or the beginning of the 11th 
century, with the exception of the palimpsest manuscripts and the Sinai Minor Minei, whose 
occurrence is placed in the second half of the 11 century or the very beginning of the 12th 
century, and the Reims Evangel from the 14th century. Such a time span clearly indicates that the 
Glagolitic was in active use at the Ohrid Literary School and in Macedonia in general, in the then 


Eparchies of Kutmicéevitsa and Bregalnitsa, for over two centuries. But, in Dalmatia and Bosnia 
it stubbornly persisted until the 18th century.” 


Nom 
| a 
/KYTMY “anita 
mal Nenaronna 


es 
‘s-=-7 = (Kopua) 
. eal — 


Above: the great Kutmicevitsa Eparchy/Archontia with the adjacent Bregalnitsa 
Eparchy/Archontia in the East, and the designed episcopacy of Devol and adjacent Jamvol 
(Cyrillic: ‘2TeBoa’ and ‘Jampon’ ) 


a https://www.croatianhistory.net/etf/novi.html 
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However, as usually occurs in border regions, there was a continuous mixture of peoples, 
languages, cultures and religions. Just as the Western rite sporadically reached right up to 
Constantinople, so too on the other hand, the Eastern Romeian-Macedonic rite reached deep into 
Pannonia and Great Moravia. In such a land, where both rites had a major influence, a new 
liturgy, called the Liturgy of St. Peter, was formed. The supporters of this liturgy claimed that it 
originated with St. Peter, who it is alleged, initially introduced it in Rome and therefore would 
have to be in fact the first Roman liturgy. In its first part (text of rites), this liturgy had all the 
Eucharistic features of the Romeian Septuagint liturgy, while the second part was more formally 
rather than textually, similar to the Roman-Catholic liturgy. 

The introduction of this type of locally adapted Macedonic Orthodox liturgy truly could 
have been very favorable for the SS Cyril and Methodius mission, on the territory that already 
was usurped by Roman-Catholic rite. However, it is completely certain that it could not have 
remained long on that territory, as is revealed from the incessant attacks by the Latin speaking 
German bishops. 
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Above: rather unserious Latinized facsimile of the Glagolitic alphabet in one of the 
Vatican curia-propaganda manuscripts 


To return to our main subject of this paper — during the French Revolution the Emmaus 
Evangel manuscript disappeared and wasn’t found until the 1830s, when it was discovered in the 
Reims library by the city librarian, Louis Paris, after a request by a Slovene linguist Jernej Bartol 
Kopitar, who was an administrator at the Vienna Court Library at that time. Mr. Paris asked a 
Russian counselor and archeologist Sergey Stroieff (or Turgenev?) for help with recognizing the 
text. It was found with neither the gold nor the precious stones in the cover. The discovery 
brought a revival of interest, especially in Slavic-speaking countries. The first facsimile was 
created by Reims librarian Louis Paris and it was analyzed in detail by 
Polish paleographer Korwin Jan Jastrzebski (1805-1852). 

Ustazade Silvestre de Sacy made a lithographic copy of the manuscript and gave it to 
Russian tsar Nicholas I. Tsar Nicholas then financed another copy, using ‘intaglio’ 
printing (1843) and let Jernej Kopitar write his comment arguing that all of the manuscript 
comes from 14th century. 

In 1846 Czech philologist Vaclav Hanka made his edition, which was available to the 
general public, and received for that act of merit the cross of the Order of St. Anna from the Tsar 
and a brilliant ring from Austrian emperor Ferdinand I. 


The Holy Gospel of Cyrillic/Glagolitic from Reims is just another crucial testimony of the 
boundless and far-reaching influence of the immeasurable civilizational and cultural heritage of 
our Macedonian culture, transmitted to countless nations and generations. It remains to be hoped 
that perhaps one of our linguistic cuckoos or some holy person will dare to enlighten us with an 


intelligible study or a modern rendition of this royal Gospel in Cyrillic and Glagolitic. (see the 
Glagolitic pages below) 


Next pages: facsimile of the ‘Emmaus Gospel’ Glagolitic part 
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